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JOURNAL 


OF THE 


METHODIST 


On Friday, May Ist, 1974, Conference of 
the Methodist Pictestant Chureh, commenced its Sessions at 
Lynchburg, Va. 

Rev. Jno. Paris, of North Caroling, was elected temporary 
Chairman, and proceeded. to formally open the Conference with 
appropriate religious exercises. J. W. Charlton, of Maryland, 
was elected Secretary pro tem. 

On motion, L. W. Bates, J. G. Johnson and C. W. Button, were 
appointed a Committee on Credentials. 
‘The following from Certificates and other evidences weaned 
to the Conference, were recognized as Representatives: to this” 
body, viz: 


VIRGINIA CON FEREN CE. 


Ministers—M, J. Langhorne, George R. Barr, D. D.; and J. G, 
Johnson, M. D. 


Laymen—Isaac A. McQuown, 8. K. Brooks W. Batton, 


-MARYLAN D CONFERENCE. 


| pene W. Bates, D. D., D. A. Shermer, M. D. David Wil- 
son, M. D,, J. Drinkhouse. M. > 2 Southerland, 
W. Bates, J. W. Charlton, W. 8. Hammond, W. M. Strayer, 5. 2. 
Murray, M, D., D. D., T. D. Valiant. 
Laymen—W. J.C. Dulany, BR. 8, Griffith, W. B. Usilton, J. W. 
Thompson, Hon. O. Hammond, A. Hosshion. Pere Wilmer, T. A. 
S. 8. Ewell, M. D., Kennedy, Chas. Billingslea, 


NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


Ministers—John Paris, R. H. Wills, J. H. Gilbreath, J. # Ball, 
A.C. Harris, M. D., J. i Michaux, J. H. Page and T. H. Pegram. 
Laymen—F, H. Whitaker, Prof, 8. Simpson, A. B., W. A. 
Harris, W. J. Ellis, W. A. Lindsay, J. M. Odell, ba. WwW. Batchelor, 
D. and J. L. Ogburne.. 
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NORTH TENN ESSEE CONFERENCE. 


Minister—John Stone. 
W. Patrick. 


McCAIN K CONFERENCE. 


Layman—J. C. Wayland. 


COLORADO CONFERENCE. 


motion of L: W. Bates, EB. F. M. Hender- 
son, and B. 8. Bibb, were appointed a Committee on Rules of Order; 
who subsequently reported those governing the last General Con- 
ference, which the Conference ordered to be printed, changing the 
third rule so as to read, ‘“‘ Mister,” instead of ‘‘ Brother,’ President. 
The following Resolution, offered by D. Wilson, was adopted : 
Resolved, That Revs. M. J. Langhorne and W.S. Hammond, in conjunction 


with Rev, D. L. Greenfield, Pastor of the M. P. Church, Lynchburg, be a com- 
mittee on Pulpit Services. 


On motion of J. J. Murray, it was 
Resolved, to hold one session each day, from 90 clock, A. M. to 15 P. M. 


On motion of F. H. M. Henderson, the following | Order of Busi- 
hess was adopted : 


. Calling the Roll. i 

. Reading and Correction of the Minutes. m 

Racaniinn and Reference of Memorials and Communications. 
. Reception of Reports. 

. Unfinished Business. 

. Take up Reports, in the Order of Presentation. 

7. Incidental Business. 


After some discussion, the Oonference. proceeded to the election 
of permanent Officers, with the following result: for President, L. 
W. Bates: for Secretary, A. G. Harris and J. B. Watson. 

Conference adjourned, with Doxology and Benediction. 


SECOND DAY. 
SATURDAY, May 2d, 1874. 


Conference at 9 o'clock, A. M., the President in the 


Chair, Religious exercises by Rev. O. Lowther. ot 
The President announced the usual Committees, ordered yester- 


day: 
Journals. es e ey John G. Johnston, John Burdine, C. 
Crenshaw, and J. W. Adamson—. 
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4 
GEORGIA CONFERENCE. 


Ministers Prot. F. H. M. Henderson and J. O. A. Radford. 
Laymen—J. W. Adamson, Hon. J. B. McDaniel. | 


ALABAMA CONFERENCE. 


Ministers—G. ¥. McFaden, D. J. Sampley, and W. J. Mia: 
Laymen—Hon. B. 8. Bibb, C. E. Crenshaw and A. Hi. — 


WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


‘Minditers—~Geo. Nestor, O. Lowther, G. W. Barrett, fon: Clark, 
W. M. Betts, H. P. F. King, and Eli F. Westfall. 
Oo ia men—~J. B. Watson, M. D., Prof. A. T. Oralle, Hon. B. Jack- 
son, Wm. Vanderwort, W. J. Lowther, Samuel Saylor, and J. H. 
Curray. 


SOUTH CAROLIN A CONFEREN CE. 


Minister—John Burdine. 
Yarborough. 


TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 


Minister —W. J. Finley. 
Layman— Wn. Collins. 


TEXAS CON FERENCE. 


Minster—G. W. J ohnson, M. D. 
Layman— Youn g Smith. 


PENNSYLV A NIA CONFEREN CE. | 
Minister—J: K. Helmbold. 
Layman—John Kitson. | 
INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


Minister. W. Boxell. 
Layman—J. Rodgers. 


MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE. 


Red. 
Layman—W. B. Nance. 


ILLINOIS AND DES MOINES CONFERENCE, 
Minster — John Sexsmith. 


ARKANSAS AND LOUISIANA CONFERENCE. 
Ministers—J. W. Harper and J. M. P. Hickerson, 70. D. D. 
Laymen— . F. Wallace, Elijah Hearn, M. D. 
WEST TENNESSEE CONFERENCE, 


Minister—J. A. Fuzzell. 
Layman—J. T. Ray. 
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tendents, subject to the confirmation of the Quarterly Conference: which was 
referred to the Committee on Sabbath Schools. : 


The following Peper, presented by David Wilson and D. A. Sher- 


mer, was referred to the Judiciary Committee : 


As many of our fathers were denied the use, and debarred the privilege of the 
occupancy of Churches, in whole or in part erected by their own contributions, 
and as we recognize it as an unquestioned Apostolic arrangement that to the 
laity of the Church was entrusted the control and regulation of all its secular 
interests, the Trustees shall therefore have power, when authorized by two-thirds 
of the male members, over the age of 21 years, assembled at a regular meeting for 
the purpose, to purchase, build, repair, lease, sell, rent, change the location, 
mortgage or otherwise procure or dispgse of Church property. But as Church 
property is always held in the character of bequests for specific purposes, it shall 
in no case, be deemed competent for the local congregation—without the consent 
of the Annual Conference, to transfer those interests to any others than those to 
whom they were entrusted. | 3 


On motion of J. J. Murray and E. J. Drinkhouse, the Committee 
on Journals was requested to report as early as practicable, what 


changes in the Constitution have been recommended by two-thirds 
of the Annual Conferences. 


The following Resolution, by John Paris and R. H. Wills, was 
referred to the Judiciary 


Resolved, That the following words be inserted after the words ‘Quarterly 
Conference,’ in the fourth line of section 4, page 50, Book of Discipline:, ‘‘ pass 
an approved examination by a committee appointed by the Annual Conference. ”’ 


Resolution by E. J. Drinkhouse and W. S. Hammond, referred to 
a Committee of five, ‘‘to revise the Discipline :” ee 


_ Resolved, That sections 11 and 14, on pages 53 and 54 of the Discipline, to- 
_ gether with the form of ordination of Deacons, be stricken from the Discipline. 


The President appointed E. J. Drinkhouse, C. W. Button, G. Rn | 


Barr, F. H. Whitaker, and W. J. C. Dulany, to constitute said. 
Committee. 


¥ 


W. B. Usilton and J. W. Thompson, offered the following paper, 
which was referred to the Committee on Means of Grace: 


Amend, under head of ‘‘Public Worship,’’ at the end of third line, page 97, of 
Discipline, by inserting ‘‘which reading may be responsive; the Minister offi- 
Clating reading the first verse, and the congregation the second, and 80 on, | 
throughout the lesson.’ 


Fhe following Resolution, by D. A. Shermer and D. Wilson, was 
referred to the Judiciary Committee: _ 
fesolvéd, That item 7, in the Order of Business, recommended to the several 


uarterly Conferences, page 49 of the Discipline, namely: ‘‘attend to additions 
and corrections, of the register,’’ refers exclusively to the register of the male ; 


members, in full membership, over the age of 21 years—as referred to on page 46, 
pi i has no reference to the record of members provided for on page 67, 


R. H. Wills, and J. L. Michaux, offered the following paper; 


referred to the Committee on Revisions of Discipline : 


‘ae 5 econcile Discipline page 35, under head of trial, etc. with page 72, BeC- 


¢ 


2. Page 41, line 17, supply the word Con)? 


‘ 
> 
i, 
4 
‘ 
| 
q 


6 


R. Barr, W. J. Finley, R. H. Wills, J. H. 
breath, and J. R. Ball—5. 
Judiciary.—8. B. Southerland, B. 8. Bibb, and J.W.Thompson—3, 
Executive.—J. J. Murray, O. Lowther, and O. Hammond— 3. 
Literature.—F¥. H. M. Henderson, A. T. Cralle, and W. 8. Ham- 
Means of Grace.—John Paris, E. J. Drinkhouse, and Pere Wil- 
.Finanee.—C. W. Button, 8S. K. Brooks, and W. A. Lindsay—3. 
Home and Foreign Missions.—M. J. Langhorne, A. Donelson, 
and J. A. Kennedy—3a. 3 


Sabbath Schools.—D. Wilson, W. B. Usilton, and 8S. 8. Kwell—s. 

Temperance.—J. L. Michaux, J. W. Charlton, and W. M. 

Ecclesiastical Visitors and Communications.— D. W. Bates, G. W. 
Barrett, D. A. Shermer, 0. W. Button, and W. J. OC. Dulany—o. 
- The Roll of Conferences was called for Memorials and Communi- 
cations : 

A letter from Elisha Terry, ministerial; and J. J. Mabry, Lay 
Representative from Colorado District, was read, and referred to_ 
the Judiciary and Missionary Committees, and to the Committee on 
_ A letter from E. 0. G. Nickens, Sec. pro tem., and President of 
South Illinois Annual Conference, was read and referred to the 

A letter from Thos. H. Brooks, Ministerial Representative from 
S. E. Missouri Annual Conference, was read and referred to the 
Executive and Missionary Committees. __ 

A letter from John Stone, Ministerial, and Jonathan Patrick, 
Lay Representative from North Mississippi District, was read and 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, and to the Committees on 
Missions and Journals. 

S. B. Southerland, and E. J. Drinkhouse, offered the following, 
‘‘on the subject of admission to membership,” page 35, Discipline : 


__ Hesolved, that the law be amend 
place of ‘‘Monthly Meeting,” 


nded, so as to read ‘‘ Quarterly Conference’’ in 
which was referred to the Executive Committee. 


~W. S. Hammond, and 8. B. Southerland offered the following 


Resolution, which was referred to the Executive Committee: 


Resolved, That Annual Conferences may appoint Ministers as Presidents, oF 
Professors, or Agents in Educational Institutions; and as Editors or Agents of 
Religious Periodicals and Newspapers, and as Chaplains; without changing the 


relations of such ministers to the Annual Conference: and shall designate the 
Quarterly Conference relations of such appointees, — : 


‘The following Resolution, by E. J. Drinkhouse and J. W. Char!l- 
ton, was referred to the Finance Committee: | 


Resolved, That the fifth section of the Disci 


line, on page 46, be stricken out, 
as recommended by the Maryland Annual Con cat tn 


ference, at its last session. 


8. B. Southerland and J. J. Murray, offered the following : 


Kesolved, That the law in relation to Sabbath Schools, page 48, Discipline, be 
so amended, as to give Sabbath School teachers the power to elect Superia- = 
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ing at the end of the third line, “ which reading may be responsive.” 
The suggestion to strike out the word “ effectual,” on page 104, line | 
13, was rejected. ae 


The report of the Executive Committee was read, and, on mo- 
tion of M. J. Langhorne, considered by items. 3 


The first member coming up was amended and adopted in the 
following form: 


Resolved, That the law (Discipline, page 35, paragraph 2,) be amended, so as 
to read: ‘¢ Admission to full membership, in Stations, Circuits or Missions, shall 
be by a majority of the Church of which the applicant is a member. Persons in 


good standing, coming from any Church of.a different denomination, shall be 
received in the same manner.’’ | 


At 14 o'clock the Doxology was sung and Conference adjourned. 


FOURTH DAY. 
| Tuzspay, May 5th, 1874. 
Conference was called to order by the President, and opened 
with religious exercises conducted by Rev. J. G. Johnson. 
The Minutes of the proceedings of yesterday’s session were read 
- A communication from Rey. C. A. Pickens, of N. C., was read 
and ‘referred to the Executive Committee. : | 
The following paper, presented by G. W. Barrett and O. Lowther, 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: oe a 
“We respectfully request the Committee on Boundaries, to change the line of 


the West Virginia District, so as to run from Tazewell County, eastward to the 
top of the Blue Ridge, thence northward to the Maryland District.’’ Ces 


Resolution of D. A. Shermer and W. B. Usilton was referred to 
the same committee : eke 


Resolved, That the boundary line of the Maryland and Virginia Conferences, be 


so amended, that Lynchburg, Norfolk and Heathsville, be included in the Mary- 
land District. | 


Resolution offered by J. W. Charlton and F. H..M. Henderson, 
was referred to the Committee on the Means of Grace: _ 
_ Resolved, That the order of Public Worship, on page 97, of the Discipline, be 
amended, by inserting in the second line after the words ‘‘ consist of,’’ the follow- 


ing, ‘ reading a selection from the Psalms;’’ and in the third line, insert the 
word “‘another,’’ in the place of the letter ‘‘a,’’ after the word reading. 


The following paper, offered by G. R.. Barr and E. J. Drink- 


house, was referred to the Judiciary Committee : 


We respectfully suggest the following changes in the Discipline : 
ss coction 1, Discipline, page 34, second line, add ‘‘Mission,”’ after the word 
reurt. 


Seventh line, after the words ‘ shall be,’’ strike out, ‘‘ when there is no objec- 
tion made by the class or society.”’- 
Twelfth line, after the word « probationers should there be no objection,’’ strike 
Out “in the event,’ to the word ‘‘cluss,’’ inclusive, and insert after probu- 
tioners,’’ the following: ‘‘Should there be an objection it shall be made to the 


» 
‘ 
4 
i 
4 
ta 
& 
¥ 
? 
° 
: 
it 
= 
% 


line 6, to word ‘‘Qircuit’’ inclusive, line 7. 


pointed’’ to elected.” 


to the Committee on "Means of (Grace. 


to the Judiciary 


soever made, can invalidate the standing of a member of the M. P. Church. 


Maryland Conference, offered by J. W. Charlton and W. M. Strayer, 
and to the Committee on Temperance: 


_for liquor license.’’ 


Burdine. 


8 


-+ 


3. Page 42, under head of Quarterly Conference, omit all from the word ‘‘in,’’ 
A, Page 49, under head of Annual Conference, line 6, change the word “' ‘ap 


5. Change Nem, Means of Grace, page 98, line 7, so as to read “neglect any of 


the means of grace.’’ 
Also, on page 104, line 13, strike out the word i a ites which was referred 


Resolution offered by W. M. Strayer and J. W. Charlton, referred 


Resolved, That the authority to correct the Quarterly Conference Register, is 
vested only i in the Quarterly Conference, and that no other correction, by whom- 


Extract from the report of the Committee on Temperance of the — 


‘Item 2, That we memorialize the General Conference, through our ide 
tives, to give us such ecclesiastical legislation, as will protect our Churches from 
the reproach brought upon them, through those members who engage in the 
traffic of intoxicating liquors, or who use them as a beverage, or sign applications 


On motion a D. Wilson and J. J. pic it was ordered, that 
10 o'clock Tuesday morning be set apart for the vane of the 
Convention on the Periodical and Book Concern. 


CG. KE. Crenshaw and J. H. McQuown, offered the following 
_ Strike out the three closing last lines of page 34. | 


On motion of D. W. Bates, it was 


Resolved, That the President of the Conference be authorized and requested to 
telegraph the fraternal greeting of this General Conference, to the General Con- 


ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, now in session in Louisville, 


The President announced the hour for adjournment: the Con- 
adjourned with Doxology, and by John 


THIRD | DAY. 


“Monpay, May 4th, 1874. 

The President in wv Chair. Religious’ exercises conducted by 
M. J. Langhorne. The Minutes of Saturday’s proceedings read and 
adopted. 
A communication from Rev. J ohn Sexsmith, of Illinois and Des 
Moines Mission Conference, was read and referred to the Com- 
mittees on Missions, Boundaries and J ournals, 
Reports from the Committee on the Means of Grace—the Execu- 
tive Committee—the Committee on Literature—the Committee 00 
Sabbath Schools—on J ournals, and the Judiciary Committee were 
submitted. | 
That, on Means of Grace was read, amended a adopted in the 
following form :—* Under the head of ‘ Public Worship, by insert- 
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ral Conference of the M. E. Church, South, was read; and a mo- 
tion prevailed, to record in the minutes, the communication sent, 
that received. | 


Lyncupure, May 4th, 1874. 
To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference | 


of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Louisville, Ky. Greeting: — 


‘Dear Bretaren:—By order, and in behalf of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, now in session; We salute you in the name of our 


Lord Jesus Christ, and of our common Methodism, praying that Divine Wisdom 
may preside over your deliberations, and that great peace and prosperity may pre- 
vail in all your borders. | 
Yours, in Christ Jesus our Lord,  L. W. Bates, Prestdent. 
A. C. Harris, Secretary. 


LovisvitiE, Ky. May 5th, 1874. 


General Conference, M. P. Church: 


By order of the General Conference, and in behalf of the Bishops of the M. E. 
Church, South, we beg to state, that the communication from the General Con- 


To Rev. L. W. Barus, President of the 


ference of the M. P. Church, tendering their fraternal greetings, has been re- 
ceived with profound satisfaction. We cordially reciprocate the feelings of 
brotherly regard ; and pray that God’s blessing may rest abundantly upon your 


deliberations and communions. | 

W. W. Wicutman, President. 
O. Summers, Secretary. 
The following paper offered by O. Lowther and J. B. Watson, 


was referred to the Committee on Sabbath Schools: 


We respectfully pray the General Conference, to publish, or order a Sabbath 


School paper published, for the M. P. Church, and a monthly paper for the bene- 
fit of Sabbath School Teachers. | | 


A voluminous communication from Rev. A. G. Brewer, of Ala- 


bama, was presented by the President, and on motion was referred 
to the Committee on Revision of the Discipline. 

R. H. Wills and W. J. Ellis offered the following, which was 
referred to the Judiciary Committee: 


Resolved, That promiscuous dancing is not for the glory of God, has an evil 
tendency—both in the case of thosé engaged, and respecting others—and_ there- 
fore, is condemned as a sin by the Mz P. Church; subjects the offender to admont- 
tion, and if persisted in, to expulsion. | 


Resolution by D. Wilson and E. J. Drinkhouse, referred to the 
Judiciary Committee: 


That the term representative, be substituted for that of delegate, in the Book of 
Discipline. | 


A paper offered by David Wilson and §. 8. Ewell, recommend- 


ing the addition of the words “when present,” to the 12th section, - 
page 68, of the Discipline, referred to the Committee on Sabbath 


Schools. 


4 


Report No. 4, from the J udiciary Committee, and No. 1, from 


the Committee on Temperance, were laid on the Secretary's table. 
The report of the Committee on Journals, No. 1, was taken up, 
and adopted as follows : er 
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Superintendent, or the person Officiating, privately; when the Superintendent, in 
conjunction with the Class ‘Leader, and another male member, whom he may — 
select, shall investigate the objection made. Should the objection be valid, the 


name of the applicant shall not be enrolled as a probationer, on a Circuit, Station, 
or Mission.”’ | | 


Reports from the Committee on Journals, No. 2,—the Judiciary 
Committee, No. 2,—Means of Grace, No. 2,—Finance and the 
Committee on Home and Foreign Missions, were submitted, © 

The unfinished business of yesterday—the consideration of the 
report of the Executive Committee—was continued, the second: 
item of the report being read was adopted as follows: _ 


In regard to the matter included in the resolution offered by W.S. Hammond and 
S. B. Southerland, (on Saturday, ) the Committee recommend the following: | 
On page 79, after third paragraph, insert a new paragraph, to wit: ‘‘Ministers © 
appointed by the Annual Conference to which they belong, to serve as Presidents 
or Professors of Institutions of Learning ;—as Editors of Religious Newspapers or 
Periodicals ;—as Chaplains, or Agents to promote any religious or literary under- 
taking, in which the Church is directly interested; shall be subject to the same 
regulations that apply to Home Missionaries, and shall be entitled to all the privi- 
leges that pertain to the same. | | 


‘‘The Conference shall designate the Quarterly Conference to which said minis- 
ters shall be attached.’’ 


_ The order of the day—the meeting of the Committee on the 
Book Concern and Periodical—having been announced, C. W. 
- Button was called to the Chair and W. 8. Hammond elected 
Necretary, | | 

After the adjournment of the Convention, subject to the call of 
the Chairman, the Conference resumed its business. 


On motion of D. Wilson and J. B. Watson, it was” 


Resolved, to strike out of Article Ist, page 34, 14th and 15th and 16th lines, 


‘to the monthly meeting in Stations, and in Circuits, to the Superintendent, and 
Leader of the Class 


’’ and insert, ‘‘T'o a called, or regularly occurring meeting of 


The report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was taken Up ; 


and the Uonference adjourned at half-past one, to meet again ab 
four oclock P. M. | 


_Turspay AFrrernoon, May 5th, 1874. 


The report under consideration at the hour of adjournment, was 
considered and amended, so as to read, ; | 


_ On page 48, section 12, of Discipline, strike out all after the word ‘! thereof,’’ 


and insert the following, ‘‘Shall be elected by the Sabbath School officers and 
teachers, subject to confirmation by the Church,” me 


FIFTH DAY, 


Wepyespay, May 6th, 1874. 
At nine oclock, A. M., Conference was called to order by the 
President. Religious exercises conducted by Rev. R. H. Wills. 
A telegram from the presiding Bishop,and Secretary of the Gene- 
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appointed by the Annual Conference;’’ insert ‘‘have’’ after op, ’? immediately 


Report No. 2, Judiciary Committee, as adopted : 


They recommend the adoption of the following paper submitted by D. A. Sher- 
mer: | | , | 
Resolved, that Item 7th in the Order of Business, recommended to the several 
Quarterly Conferences, page 49 of the Discipline, namely: ‘Attend to additions 
and corrections of the Register,’’ refers exclusively to the register of male mem- 
bers in full membership over the age of 21 years, as referred toon page 46, sec- 
tion 6; and has no reference to the record of members provided for on page 67, 
section 8. | ; 
The Committee do not recommend the adoption of the paper submitted by Bro. 
W. M. Strayer, as they consider that the paper of Dr. Shermer, covers all that is 
necessary in the case. 


- Conference adjourned. Benediction by Dr. Kenney of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


SIXTH DAY. 
THurRsDAY, May 7th, 1874. 

The Conference was opened with religious exercises, conducted 
by Rev. Geo. Nestor. The President in the Chair. eae 

A communication from the Rev. William Trogdon, President of — 
North Arkansas Conference, was presented a referred to the 
Committees on the Revisal of the Discipline and on Journals. 

Reports from the Committee on Means of Grace, No. 2, and from 
the Judiciary Committee were laid on the Secretary’s table. 

_ Rev. R. B. Thompson, D. D., of the Virginia Conference, was 
elected to Honorary Membership in this General Conference. 

Rev. Wesley Kenney, D. D., Fraternal Messenger from the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was intro- 
duced, and addressed the Conference; the President of the Con- 

the report of the Committee on Journals, No. 2, was taken up 
and pending discussion, the Conference adjourned. Benediction by 


Rev. M. J. Langhorne. 


SEVENTH DAY. 
Fripay, May 8h, 1874. 


The Conference was opened with religious exercises, conducted 
by Rev. John Burdine. The President called the Conference to 
order and directed the call of the roll. The Minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of yesterday’s Session were read and adopted. — 

The papers, in the “Appeal from the decision of the Maryland 
Annual Conference, taken by Jacob D. Wilson, Supt. of, and in 
behalf of the 1st Methodist Protestant Church, Washington, D. C.,” 
were referred to a special Committee of five—appointed by the 
Conference, consisting of W. J. Finley, B. 8. Bibb, F. H. M. Hen- 
derson, E. Crenshaw and F. H. Whitaker. 
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The Committee on Journals, beg leave to report in part, as follows: That they, 
find in the second volume, and on pages 68, 71, v2, 3, 78 and 79, of the Journal 
of the Maryland District, an appeal from the decision of the Annual Conference 
of said District, on a question of law, referred to the Conference by the First 
Methodist Protestant Church, of Washington City, requesting the Conference to 
define the meaning of the last clause of section Ist, on the 16th page of the Con- 
stitution ; and to explain the rule or law on the dedication of Churches. 

Your Committee after a careful examination of the whole proceedings had in 
reference to this matter, and examination of the law in the case, believe the-action 
of the Maryland Conference to be in accordance therewith, and recompfend that 
this General Conference sanction their action. 


Report of the Committee on Literature, adopted, as follows : 


1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Conference, the education of the 
passes, whose: suffrage directs the polity and shapes the destiny of a representa- 
tive Church, is necessary to the healthy growth and permanent success of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. | 

2. Resolved, therefore, That it is the duty of the General Conference, of the 
Annual and Quarterly Conferences, of the Churches and membership, to encourage, 

- aid and sustain all enterprizes whose aim is to educate our future membership. 

3. Resolved, further, That while we are conscious that ministers are called of God — 
to their holy work, yet we fully believe that they should stwdy to become work- 
men that need not be ashamed; and therefore, the interest of the Church demands 

that Institutions of Learning be established, which will afford ample facilities for 
high mental culture and theological instruction. ; 


4. Resolved, further, That we regret the almost universal absence of such insti- 
tutions, controlled by our Conference. se 
5. Resolved, further, That we are proud to mention as an exception, the Yadkin 
College in the North Carolina District; an Institution with liberal franchises, 
favorable locality, and flattering patronage; yet lifting imploring hands to the 
brethren. of the Conference, who, perhaps, too litttle appreciate its importance. 
6. Kesolved, further, That we are glad to name as another exception, the West 
Virginia Institute, recently organized, with fair prospect of success, yet still want- 
wf ” endowment which will render it permanent and to the highest degree 
useful. 
7. Resolved, further, That we learn with pleasure, that the Annual Conference — 4 
of the Georgia District, have a liberal proposal from the Trustees of Bowden — 
College, by which that Institution, with its franchises and five thousand dollars _ 
of property, is tendered, on condition of a reasonable endowment, and we hope Te 
these brethren will appreciate and improve an advantage so rarely offered. : 
8. fesolved, further, That the Western Maryland College is the pride of our 
Church, in an educational point of view, and deserves the high commendation of 
ul the Conferences, for its rapid growth, present success, and its prospects for the 
_ future. Especially do we commend the Theological Department of that Institu- 
tion to the careful consideration and liberal patronage of all the Annual Con- 
ferences, and recommend that each Annual Gonterence. if possible, send one oF 
more students to this department. : 
_ 9. Hesolved, further, That eich Annual Conference should labor to sustain, under 
its own control, at least one institution of learning, which will afford good dis- 
ciplinary training to both sexes of our growing yout; and that all the Conferences” 
should unite to enlarge Western Maryland College into a Central University, 
which will afford the highest grade of instruction in all departments of art, 
science and literature. | 
10. Hesolved, finally, That the delegates of this-General Conference be requested 


to present these Resolutions to their respective Annual Conferences, and to urge 
the importance of the subject upon our membership. 


: Report No.1, Committee on Judiciary, was adopted, as fol- 
OWS : 


After the words ‘‘Quarterly Conference,”’ in the fourth line, section 4, page 30; 
_ Book of Discipline, insert, ‘‘and pass an approved examination by a Committee 
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EIGHTH DAY. 


SATURDAY, May 9th, 1874. 


The President took the Chair at 9 o'clock, A. M. Conference 
was opened with religious services, conducted by Rev. J. H. Gil- 
breath. | | 

Report No. 3. Committee on Journals, was presented. 

D. W. Bates, Chairman of the Committee on Ecclesiastical Visi- 
tors and Communications, announced that Rev. Alexander Clark 
and J. Robison were in attendance, from the Methodist Church, 
but not as accredited messengers; they were invited to address 
the Conference on Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 

Reports from Committee of Revision of the Discipline, No. 2; and 
from the Special Committee on the appeal case from Washington, 
were presented. | 


Report of Committee on Home and Foreign Mission was adopted, 


as follows: 


1. It is to us, and it must also be to every member of this General Conference, - 


a source of sincere regret, that as a Church we have done so little for either 


Domestic or Foreign Missions; nor can we reasonably hope for great success _ 


within our own borders so long as we continue to neglect these great interests. 
The commission of the Great Head of the Church—‘‘Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every creature’ —is as binding and obligatory upon us 


as it is upon any other branch of the Church of Christ. Therefore we recommend 


that this General Conference shall make it obligatory on the respective Annual 
Conferences of the M. P. Church to form Missionary Societies, and require each 
itinerant Minister to make collections at every church on the Circuits or Stations, 
for both Domestic nt Foreign Missions, and that all the funds collected yearly 
for Foreign Missions shall be placed in he hands of our Board of Missions, and 


they shall feel fiee to unite with any one of the sister denominations in sustaining | 


and supporting a foreign Missionary—claiming, however, for the M. P. Church 
her recognition and full share of influence. 
2. We have had under consideration the letters of Rev .Jno. Sexsmith, of the []li- 
nois and Des Moines District, and Rev. Thomas H. Brooks, of the South-East Mis- 
Souri District: but as those brethren only express their own opinions and wishes, 
- without any official authority to act—your Committee do not feel at liberty to 
make any recommendations. 
_ 3. The official report from the'Colorado District, we have very carefully considered, 
and would recommend: Ist. If our Board of Mission can secure a Minister who 
will be willing to go to that District as a Missionary, on the condition proposed, 
they be authorized to employ and send him there. 2d. As-regards the situation 
and condition of the colored members of that District, who have been so true and 
faithful in their devotion to the Church: we very heartily agree with the repre- 
sentatives of said Conference, that this General Conference should not delay in 
_ trying to provide for, and take care of them: and we respectfully suggest that this 

Conference authorize the President of the Colorado District, to organize them into 


Classes—and if necessary for their prosperity—to found a Colored Mission 
Conference. 


4. We would recommend the following Brethren as the Board of Missions— 
Rev. S. B. Southerland, D. D., Rev. R_ S. Rowe, Rev. F. Swentzel, M. D., Rev. 
'homas McCormick, Rey. H. T. Gernhardt, and Brothers W. 8. Greenwood, 


F. A. Fairbank, J. G. Clarke, William Bond, J. E. A. Cunningham, Jas. Bond 
and James Frame. 


. 5. In conclusion, we recommend the nameof the ‘‘Home and Foreign Mission’? 


e changed, and called Domestic and Foreign Mission. 


Report of the Judiciary Committee, No. 3: 
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F. H. M. Henderson and J. A, McQuown offered the following, 


which was referred to the Committee on Means of Grace: 


Resolved, That the order of Religious services for laying the corner-stone of a 
church, page 182; and the order of Dedication, page 189, now in use by the 
‘Maryland Conference, be made a part of the ritual of the Methodist Protestant 


Church. 
A motion by R H. Wills, restricting debate to ten minutes, was 
adopted. 
Reports of the Judiciary Committee, No. 5, and from the Com- 
mittee on Means of Grace, No. 3, were presented. 
- Unfinished business of yesterday. Oonsideration of the Report 
of the Committee on Journals, No. 2, was taken up, and the 
first item (being under consideration) was read, amended and 
adopted: and the report adopted, as amended, as follows : 


Your Committee on Annual Conference Journals beg leave respectfully to 


report, that in consequence of a failure of so great a number of the Conferences to | 
send up the journals of their official acts, the Committee deem it almost inex- 


pedient to make out any report for publication in our General Conference doings, 
as it must be very incomplete and unsatisfactory to the Conference, in regard to 
the proposed changes in the Constitution (by two-thirds of the Annual Con- 
ferences) recommended by the Maryland Annual Conference resolutions. 


Your Committee, however, would say that out of the twenty-three Annual Con- 


ferences, only thirteen have officially acted upon the proposed changes, as far as_ 


we know, from the journals put in our hands for examination. 


Seven of the Conferences voted in the affirmative, that is to say—Virginia, South 


Carolina, Maryland, North Illinois and Des Moines, South Illinois, Georgia and 
olston. 4 | 


In Colorado, the first and second sections were lost, but the remaining, third 
fourth, were concurred in unanimously. 


_ The Tennessee Conference declared by resolution ‘‘ said changes are at present 
inexpedient.”’ | 


Texas Conference adopted all but the recommendation as to the 12th article of 
the Constitution. 


Two of the Conferences voted in the negative, namely: North Carolina and 
West Virginia. | | 


Alabama took no decisive action, but referred the matter to the vote of the 
several churches in their District, and we have no report of their action. 


__ 1. Hesolved, That any Annual Conference failing to send its Journal to the 
General Conference, according to the requirement of the Gonstitytion on page 21 
of the Discipline, without sufficient reason, shall be liable to lose its membership 
in said General Conference, by a vote thereof. . 3 4, 
_ 2. Resolved, That the above resolution be inserted in the book of Discipline, on 
page 61, and be added to the 14th item of Annual Conference business. 


Under a suspension of the Rules, it was ordered that the words 


“Church Hegister,”’ on pages 162 and 163, be stricken out, and 
“ Superintendent's Record,” substituted. 


Report of “the Finance Committee, to whom was referred the © 


Resolution of EK. J. Drinkhouse, touching the 5th section, page 76, 
of Discipline, recommend that the aforementioned section be 
stricken out, agreeably to the Resolution.” Adopted. 

The Report of the Committee on Temperance was rea 


discussion, when the hour of adjournment was announced, and the 
Benediction was pronounced by Rev. John Burdine. 
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gion into Conference, and for orders shall be examined ; that all applicants for 
orders.or admission into Conference, may have a proper understanding of the 
grade of attainments necessary, and direct their studies accordingly.’’ 


SS. Ewell and O. Hammond offered the following, which was 


also referred to the Committee of Revision of the Discipline: 


Resolved, That all Stations and Circuits shall have the same right of appeal 
from the appointing authorities of the Annual Conferences, that Ministers and 


- PROTEST.—We, the undersigned, who voted in the negative on abolishing 
the order of Deacon in the M. P. Church, feeling it to be a great innovation in 
the Church, and on New Testament precedent and teaching—and feeling con- 
science bound by the act of the General Conference, abolishing this New Testa-_ 
ment order, do solemnly protest against the aforesaid act, and desire this protest 
spread upon the record of the General Conference. QQ. Lowruer. 
JNO. Paris. 
A. C. Harris. 


At 64 o'clock the Conference adjourned, with the Doxology and 
Benediction. 


NINTH DAY. 

~Monpay, May 11th, 1874. 
The President in the Chair. Religious exercises conducted by 
Rev. G. H. McFadden. The Minutes of Saturday's proceedings 
read and, as corrected, adopted. 
A communication from Illinois and Des Moines, Mission Confer- 


ence was referred to the Committee on Journals, oe 
Also a communication from J. W. Harper, addressed to and 


read by Rev. D Wilson. 


Report No. 2 of Committee on Sabbath Schools was presented. 
The Conference took up the Report of the Committee on Bounda- 


ries, and after amending second item, adopted the Report as ~ 
follows : 
1. That the line of West Virginia District be so changed, as to run from Taze- 
well County, Virginia, eastward to the top of the Blue Bidge, thence northward 
to the line of the Maryland District. a eee 
4. That the boundary lines of the Maryland and Virginia Districts, be so 
changed or amended, as to include Lynchburg Station, (including Tyriana, ) in 
the Maryland District. | eee 
3. We further report, that at the meeting of the Annual Conference of the 
si District, on the 18th October, 1873, resolutions and terms were adopted, - 
a ing to a union of the Holston and Virginia Districts; and at the meeting of 
¢ Annual Conference of the Virginia District, November, 1873, the union of the 
onferences was consummated—the united Conferences to be known and recognized 
- = Virginia District; and to embrace all that part of the Virginia District, not 
Ten raced in the Maryland and West Virginia Districts; and alt that part of Kast 
Peery not embraced in the Tennessee District. " | 
th hd now, as your Committee have recommended a change in the boundary of 
é Maryland and Virginia Districts, they recommend that the Virginia District 
embrace all in said District east of the Blue Ridge, not included in the Maryland 
; i erdirwed and all of East Tennessee not embraced in the Tennessee Conference ; 
nd that the Holston District be stricken from the roll of Conferences. - 
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the mover have permission to withdraw it. 


Hammond :—the yeas-and nays being called the result was, yeas, 18 Ministers and 


game paper, under ‘‘ Means of Grace,’”’ by introducing the words ‘‘any of,’’ after 


nevertheless, it is competent for any other member to prefer charges.’’. 


16 


Insert the word ‘‘ mission’ in the Discipline, after the word ‘‘circuit,’”’ in the 
second line, page 34. | 

After the words “shall be,’’ in the 7th line, strike out the words, ‘when there 
is no objection made by the class or society,’ as suggested in the paper offered by 
G. R. Barr. 


The third suggestion having been provided for, the Committee recommend that 


~ Report of the Committee on Revision of the Discipline, as 
adopted : 


1. We recommend that everything in the Discipline, authorizing an order of 
Deacon in the Methodist Protestant Church, together with theform of Ordination, — 
and credential—be stricken out; as recommended by HE. J. Drinkhouse and W.S. 


17 Laymen; nays 10 Ministers and 6 Laymen. 


2. We report against the paper offered by C. E. Crenshaw and J. A. McQuown, 
to ‘‘ strike out the three closing lines on page 34 of Discipline,’’ which requires 
baptism as a condition of full membership in the Church. a oe 

3. We recommend, according to paper offered by R. H. Wills and J. L. Michaux, 
to change the word ‘‘ appointed,’ on page 49 of Discipline, 5th line from bottom, 
to ‘‘elected.’’ | | 


4. We report against changing line 7, page 98 of Discipline, as proposed, in the 


the word ‘‘ neglect.’’ 


We recommend in the same connection, that the word ‘‘and’’ be inserted 
between the words ‘‘wilfully’’ and ‘‘ habitually.”’ ae 


5. We recommend, according to the same paper, that in order to reconcile the 
Discipline with the Constitution, touching the admonition and trial of offenders, 
that we insert on page 35 of the Discipline, under ‘‘ 7rials,’’ after the word 
‘* Conduct,’’ line 14—the words ‘‘ after repeated admonitions.’’ That all of Section 
6th, page 72 of the Discipline, be stricken from the book, except so much as shall 
read ‘‘It shall be the duty of each leader to report to the Superintendent the 
members of his class whom he believes may require the exercise of discipline ; 


The Rules were suspended for the introduction and consideration 
of a paper read by T. D. Valiant. a 

A session of Conference, from 3} to 6} o’clock this afternoon, 
was agreed to. Conference adjourned at 1# o'clock. 


_The discussion of the paper offered by T. D Valiant was con- 
tinued. A motion to lay on the table did not prevail-—but a 
motion by C. W. Button “to postpone further consideration till 
Monday morning, 11 o’clock,” was adopted. 


On motion of D. W. Bates and J. W. Charlton—amended on 
motion of D. Wilson—it was en 


Resolved, That on page 53 of Discipline, section 10, the words Elder’s Orders 
shall be inserted, after the words ‘‘ eligible to,’ so as to read, ‘‘Every preacher 
shall be eligible to Elder’s Orders, after he shall have preached 3 years,’ &. 


John Paris and J. R. Ball offered the following, which was 


referred to the Committee on Revision of the Discipline : 


Resolved, by this General Conference—that the Discipline. page 54 section 16, | 
shall be amended by adding ‘‘Kach Annual hat and keep 
upon its records or Journal, a schedule of studies upon which candidates for admis- 
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-yious question being called and sustained, the report was read 


three times and adopted, with great unanimity, as follows—(the 
blanks being subsequently filled by order of the Conference :) 


Wuernas, this General Conference is satisfied that there is a growing desire on 
the part of the membership of the M. P. Church to hold a General Convention to 
take into consideration certain changes in the Constitution of the Church—There- 
fore, | 

Resolved, That we recommend the Annual Conferences composing the Methodist 
Protestant Church, to unite unanimously in a call for a General Convention for 
the purpose of effecting such changes in the 2nd, 10th and 14th Articles of the 
Constitution of the M. P. Church as may be deemed by said Convention necessary, 
together with such alterations in all other articles of the Constitution and book ot 
Discipline, as they may judge proper. He 

2 Resolved, That said Convention shall meet at Abingdon, Va., on the first 
Friday in May, 1878. 
3. Resolved, That a committee of nine persons be appointed by this General 
Conference to confer with any like commission from any Methodist body in 
America. who may sigaify a desire to confer with them, upon the subject of union | 
— with the M. P. Church; and especially with a Committee of 9, to be appointed by 

the General Conference of the Methodist Church, which has made overtures to us 
for a reunion, believing it to be the desire of the majority of the members of the 
Methodist Church to effect a union of the Methodist and Methodist Protestant 
Churches, upon terms which shall be alike agreeable and honorable to each; and 
to submit the terms of union to the General Convention hereinbefore provided for. 

4. Resolved, That said Commissioners shall beappointed as follows: 2 Ministers 
and 1 Layman from Maryland; 1 Minister and 1 Layman from West Virginia ; 
1 Minister and 1 Layman from North Caroliua; 1 Layman from Virginia, and 1 
Minister from Tennessee. The representatives from the respective Conferences shall | 
nominate by ballot from among their own number, to be confirmed by this Gene- 
ral Conference. | 

In the event of the death of any Commissioner thus chosen before the time of 
meeting as heretofore named, the standing District Committee of the Conference 
having the vacancy shall have power to name a substitute. | 


Resolution : 
L. W. Bates, ‘D. D,, 8. B. Southerland, D. D., and Hon. O. Ham-— 
mond, from Marylavd Vonference. 
Rev. E. F. Westfall and W. V. Chidester, of West Virginia Con- 
ference, : 
Rev. R. H. Wills and Prof. S. Simpson, A. B. of North Carolina 
Conference, 
Dr. M. T. Peoples, of Virginia, and 
Rev. B. F. Duggan, M. D., ot Tennessee. LRGs 
Conference adjourned. Benediction by the President. 


The ed lad nine Commissioners elected under the 4th 


TENTH DAY. 
Turspay, May 12th, 1874. 
Report on Journals, No. 8, was taken up, corrected and adopted: 


* We have examined the Journals, printed minutes and communications of the 
several Annual Conferences before us, and have found the Journals pretty generally 


in keeping with the Discipline of the Church, and from these make the following 
Statistical report: | 
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Revs. Alexander Clarke and J. Robison, of the Methodist Church, 


being introduced, addressed the Conference, and were responded 
to by L. W. Bates, President. 


~The consideration of the paper offered by Rev. T. D. Valiant, 
being the order of the day—after reading, and pending the discus- 

sion, a motion of 8S. B. Southerland was agreed to, to consider the - 
paper this afternoon in secret session. | 


On motion of Rev. BE. J. Drinkhouse, the Conference went into 
Convention on the Book Concern and Periodical. | 


After the adjournment of the Convention, the Conference 
resumed business, and Report No. 2 of Committee on Revision of 


the Discipline, was taken up, considered by items, and adopted, as 
follows : 


1. That the General Conference acknowledge the receipt of the communication 
from our venerable brother in Christ, Rev. A. G. Brewer, of Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

We recommend that, in view of the valuable historical matter it contains, the 
document be preserved among the archives of the General Conference, and that 
the Publishing Committee of this body be requested to have transferred to the 
oe of the church organ, such portions of it as they may regard of general 
interest. 

Your Committee do not deem it respectful to the author of the communication, — 
to attempt any further reply, than to suggest that the alterations in the constitu- 
tion, made by the Convention at Montgomery, Alabama, in 1867, not: having © 
been challenged, according to Article 15, they became the law of the Church, in 
‘such default, and that this General Conference has no power of revision. | | 


2. Your Committee report adversely on the letter from Rev. Wm. Trogden, pro- 


posing that the word ‘‘President’’ in the Discipline, be changed to that of 
‘‘Evangelist.” 


‘ 


3. Your Committee recommend that all the explanatory resolutions passed by 
sab Conferences shall be collected and published as a supplement to the 
iscipline. | 


ontference took recess till four o'clock. 


| AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Conference opened with prayer by Rev. E.J. Drinkhouse. Papers 
were presented by J. J. Murray, D. Wilson, J. W. Charlton and“ — 
K. J. Drinkhouse, read, and after consultation, referred. with the 
paper of Rev. T. D. Valiant, to a Committee composed ot John. 
aris, O. Lowther, M. J. Langhorne, J. L. Michaux, B. S. Bibb, W. 
J. Finley and R. H. Wills—with the request that they mature a 
plan which will harmonize the conflicting opinions on the subjects 


contained therein, and report their action this evening at 8 o'clock. 
Conference took recess, 


8 o'clock, P. M., Eventne 


The Conference was called to order, and resolved into Convention 
on the Book Concern and Periodica]. 


After the adjournment of the Convention, the Conference resume 
business; when Rev. John Paris, from the Committee appointed 
this afternoon, submitted the report of the Committee. ‘The pre 
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The manufacture, sale and use of Intoxicating Liquor as a beverage; or the 
lending of one’s influence by signature or otherwise, in the procurement of license . 
to sell Alcoholic beverages; is, in the opinion of this General Conference, mani- 
festly in opposition to the teaching of God’s Word. 


Abingdon, Virginia, was selected as the place for holding i 
next General Conference on the first Friday in May, 1878. —»—> 
On motion of J.J. Murray and J. W. Thompson: | 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference be tendered to the President and 
Secretaries for the ability, courtesy and faithfulness with which they have per- 
formed the duties of their respective offices. _ s | 


On motion of W. J. O. Dulany and J. W. Charlton : 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference be tendered all Railroad Compa- 
nies, which have extended the members of this Conference courtesy in reduction 
fare. | 


On motion of M. J. Langhorne: 


Resolved, That we highly appreciate the courtesy of Pastors and members of 
the churches, of this city, in extending to us the tse of their houses for worship 
during the present session of our General Conference. 


On motion of W. H. Lindsay and others: 


Resolved, That we extend to the friends in Lynchburg, who have so heartily 
entertained the members of this Conference, our most hearty thanks for their gen- 
erosity and hospitality, in so kindly entertaining us. 


The Uonference resolved itself into the Convention on the Peri- 
odical and Book Concern. After the adjournment of the Con- 
vention, the Conference resumed its business, and a motion to hold 
an afternoon session at 3% o'clock prevailed. Adjourned at 1% 
oclock. Benediction pronounced by the Secretary. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
— On motion of J. H. Gilbreath and R. H. Wills, it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are due, and they are hereby ten- — 
| dered to the Editors of the Methodist Protestant tor their generous and gratuitous 
services In conducting the paper. — 


The Committee on ReVision, 


i. Recommend, that all after the word ‘‘Church”’ in line 15, page 41 of Disci- 
pline, down to the word ‘of’ in line 17, be stricken out, and the following 
inserted :—‘‘ but of some other church or churches in the Circuit of which the 
accused is a component part; or.”? 

4. We report against the suggestion of S. S. Ewell and O. Hammond, giving 
the same right of appeal to Churches as to Ministers—for the reason that it re- 
iuires a change in Art. 7, of the Constitution, over which this General Confer- 
ence has no control. | | 
‘one We report against the proposition of J. Paris and J. R. Ball, for the reason, 
at each Annual Conference has now power to enjoin such a ‘course of study’? 

if that recommended on pages 153, 154 and 155 be unsatisfactory. 


Report of the Committee on Means of Grace: 


Your Committee on Means of Grace, to whom was referred a paper signed by J. _ 
.. harlton and F. H. M. Henderson, and proposing,a small alteration in the 
ser of worship as laid down in the book of Discipline, page 97, beg leave to re- 
port adversely to the proposed change, as set forth in said paper. 
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Ministers. Members. Property, 


Maryland 103 13,012 768,660 
Texas 29 1,263 4,000 
South Carolina Conference....... Sesesesesscs 19 1,039 4,175 
North Mississippi 23 1,100 3,500 
West Virginia 7,498 71,450 
Georgia Conference......... 2,067 13,480 
Illinois and Des Moines Conference........ 6 500 10,000 
North Carolina Conferenee..........ssccecse 48 8,481 48,200 
Colorada 1] 472 1,780 
Virginia and Holston Conference.......... 80,000 
Arkansas and Louisiana Conference....... — 2,168 — 
Mississippi 291 — 
North Arkansas 41 14244  — 
Pennsylvania 640 26,786 


The following Conferences are not heard from, viz: * Arkansas and Louisiana, 
*North Arkansas, Missouri, South Illinois, *Pennsylvania, *Indiana and McCaine. 


Report No. 5, of the Judiciary Committee, on the paper offered 
by R. H. Wills and W. J. Ellis, “regards the subject-matter 
inexpedient for General Conference legislation.” 


- The same Committee reported (No. 6,) unfavorably upon the — 
resolution offered by David Wilson and E. J. Drinkhouse, sub- — 
stituting the term ‘ representative,” for that of delegate.” 

The Report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was read, con- 
sidered by items, and adopted: ee 


_ Having considered Resolution of Rev. Oliver Lowther, recommending the pub- 
— of a Sunday School Monthly, and Sunday School Children’s Paper. 
eport, 


_ 1. That we recommend the publication of a Sunday School Teachers’ Journal, © 
by the Book Directory, so soon as it shall be ascertained that such Journal can be 
published without pecuniary loss. 


2, That we report unfavorably on that part of the resolution which suggests the 
publication of a Sunday School Children’s Paper; the cost of such publication 
being in the opinion of the Committee, beyond the present resources of the Church. 
Your Committee take great pleasure in recommending to all our Sunday Schools, 


‘‘Morning Guide,’’ published by the Book Concern of The Methodist Church, as 
an ably conducted and valuable Sunday School Paper. . | 


Report of the Committee on the Appeal from Washington, 
adopted: 


_ The Special Committee to whom was referred the appeal taken by J.D. Wilson, 
on behalf of the First Methodist Protestant Church, Washington, D. C. beg leave 
to report: | | 7 


That we have examined the paper referred to us, and find no reason to change» 
the action already had upon the same subject by the General Conference. 


W. J. FINLEY, Chairman. 
B. S. Brss, 


C. E. CRENSHAW, 
F. H. M. HENDERSON, 
F. H. WHITAKER. 


The Report of the Committee on Temperance was taken up, 


read, amended and adopted, as follows: 


* Reported since, 
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MINUTES THE CONVENTION 


THE 


HELD MAY oth, AST7A4. 


The Convention was by calling: W. Button to 
the Chair, Rev. Wm. 8. Hammond was chosen Secretary. 

The Report of the Board of Directors of the Book Concern was 
referred to a Committee, consisting of one ee from each 
Annual Conference, as follows: 


North Carolina. John Paris. ia. W. Adamson. 
Maryland.— W. B. Usilton —B. 8. Bibb. 
West Virgunia.—Geo. Nestor. Tennessee. — William Collins. 


Virgyma.-- George R. Barr. 
‘South Carolna.—J ohn Burdine. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BOOK CONCERN 
TO THE CONVENTION OF 1874. 


To the President and Members of the Convention having charge of the Methodist 
Protestant Book Concern and Periodical. 


Dear Breraren:—The Board of Directors, as required by their act of incor- 
poration, and the regulations in accordance therewith, respectfully” submit for 
your consideration the following report: 


W. Johnson. 


- GENERAL VIEW OF THE BUSINESS OF THE. Concern. 


1. Estimated worth of Concern, March Ist, 1874: 


Baltimore City Stock 500 00 


$6,313 05 
| LIABILITIFS. | 
Ledger: Accounts.. ... 
Amount due 2,834 Subscribers, aggregating 867 full 
mbacribere, for one year, to the Methodist Pro- ge 


2,456 52 


Net worth of Concern, March Ist, 1874......... OS 
<. Estimated worth of Concern, March lst, 1870: 


Liablities .. 7,355 67 


166 82 


Net loss Mm four years WAS. 310 29 
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Report No. 2 of the Committee on Boundaries, adopted 


Having had the letter of John Sexsmith of Illinois and Des Moines District 
under consideration, for want of sufficient! information we deem no action 
advisable. | | 


The same Committee further report as follows: 


Understanding that the former Louisiana District has been united with the 
Southern part of Arkansas and Louisiana District; therefore, we recommend that 


the Disciplinary statement of boundaries be so amended as to conform to the facts 
in the case. : | | 


It was made the duty of the Secretary to engross the proceed- 
ings of the General Conference, and to transcribe them for the 
publishing committee, by order of the Conference. 

It was made the duty of the Book Directory or Publishing 
Committee to have the Minutes, thus furnished, published in 
pamphlet form, and forward two copies to each member of the 
Conference, 

Report of the Committee on Fraternal Relations : 


Your Committee have heard, with great pleasure, the very interesting and — 
Christian address of Rev. Wesley Kenney, D. D., fraternal messenger from the Gen- 
eral Conference ot the Methodist Episcopal Church; and rejoice to know that a 
warmer Christian regard and love is obtaining among the different branches of the 
Your Committee likewise take great pleasure in recognizing in our midst the 
presence of Rev. James Robison, book agent, and Rev. Alexander Clarke, Editor 

of the Methodist Recorder, visitors from the Methodist Church, and have heard 
with great pleasure their very Christian addresses. Therefore, . a 
Resolved 1st. That this Gen2ral Conference appoint two fraternal messenger 


— ee and lay,) to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 


Resolved 2d. That this General Conference appoint two fraternal messengers to 
the next General Conference of the Methodist Church - and two to the next Gen-. 
_ eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South—the several messengers 


to convey to these several bodies our fraternal greetings and Christian regards as 


co-laborers with usin spreading holiness over these lands. 


Appointments under the instructions contained in the above 
Resolutions : | 


Ist. To the G. Conference of the M. E. Church, Rev. T. D. 
Valiant and C. W. Button. 


___ 2nd. To the G. Conference of the Methodist Church, Rev. A. ©. 
Harris, M. D., and Rev. George Nestor. 


3rd. To the G. Conference of the M. E. Church, South, Rev. G. 
ih. Barr, D. D., and Rev. David Wilson, M. D. 

On motion of J. J. Murray and E. J. Drinkhouse, it was ordered 
that the Benediction on page 146 be made to conform to that on 
page 140. 

Lhe General Conference closed its labors and adjourned, to 
meet again in Abingdon, Va., on the first Friday in May, 1878. 


Prayer by Rev. M. J. Langhorne. Benediction pronounced by 
Rey. John Paris. ise 


A. C. HARRIS, Secretary. 
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of its own, 


discretion of the General Conference. 
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‘nfluence of the literature of other like organizations. It must have a literature 
Sporion 1. With these premises we propose the following plan to recuperate the 
Book Concern. | 
liem 1.—A cash capital of $20,000 shall be raised, apportioning to‘each of the 
Annual Conferences in the Connection an amount to be raised by it, proportionate 
to the number of its membership. $15,000 to be invested in the purchase of a 
business house, stock and furniture of a store. fois ae 
$5,000 to be held as a reserve, and placed on interest, to meet, at the end of each - 
year, for four years from the sitting of this General Conference, the liabilities, if 
any, that may be in excess of the profits of the business of the Concern. 
2. Whatever amount of this reserve fund, together with the interest thereon, 
may be left at the expiration of that period, may be added to the capital, at the 


3. Whatever profits may arise at the end of each fiscal year, shall be added to 
the capital until said capital shall amount to $25,000. This amount in excess of 
the original capital of $20,000, shall be credited to the Annual Conferences in 
shares pro rata to the amount already held by each. The profits of the Concern, © 
subsequently arising, may be devoted to the publication of Church literature. 

4. The Book Concern shall be located on the first floor, in an eligible locality, 
on a principal thoroughfare, in the city of Baltimore. | 


5. A board of Trustees shall be created by the General Conference, composed 


of at least nine persons, members of the Methodist Protestant Church, four of | 


whom shall be ministers and five laymen. Five members of the Board shall be in 
connection with Churches of the Maryland Annual Conference. Three ministers 
and two laymen shall constitute a quorum for business. ae | ; 

6. The Book Concern shall be incorporated under the name ‘‘ The Trustees of 
the Book Concern of the Methodist Protestant Church in the United States,’’ and 
“s such shall have plenary powers under the instructions of the General Con- 
ference. | 

7. The Board of Trustees shal] elect a Treasurer outside of their own number, 
but a member of the Methodist Protestant Church, who shall give bond. 

8. An Auditing Committee, composed of three laymen, shall be appointed by 
the General Conference, to audit said Treasurer’s account annually. Their report 


to be presented to the General Conference at its first meeting. 


9. The Board of Trustees shall have power to appoint an agent to manage the 
the concern at a fixed salary of $1200 per annum; besides this they shall allow 
him ten per centum of all the profits of the business. - | : 

10. The agent shall have the power to employ such assistance as the business 
may require. 

Il. The Board of Trustees shall report annually the condition of the Book 


- Concern, together with the Treasurer’s account audited, to each Annual Con- 
ference when in Session, and also to the General Conference at its sittings. 


12. The cash capital of $20,000, before provided for, shall be raised under the 


direction of the Board of Trustees, in the following manner: The amount shall 


be divided into shares of one dollar each—to be taken one or more—by indi- 
viduals, Sunday Schools or Churches. The party holding five or more shares, 
shall be entitled to five per cent. of his stock at its real value at the time, in books 
from the Book Concern Annually, at the regular retail prices. 

13. The President of each Annual Conference may be constituted an authorized 


agent to secure the aforementioned shares, and report to the Treasurer of the 


Book Concern. 


14. The Board of Trustees, through their President and Treasurer, shall issue 
certificates of stock. 

In case any Annual Conference should fail at the expiration of one year, to take 
shares of the aforementioned $20,000, to the amount of its apportionment, 
nothing herein provided shall prevent any individual, Annnal Conference or 
any other party from taking said shares. } 

15. Whenever $15,000 shall have been secured, business may be commenced 


On ten thousand dollars ; the balance to be held in reserve as before provided for. 


Section 2, Item 1. The Committee, in order to advance the interest of the 
Church paper, suggests that the General Conference appoint a competent Editor, 
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Showing an average loss for each year of $827.57. 
The loss for the year just closed was $1,019.80, which further shows that our 
losses are increasing. | 

The item of amount due subscribers $1,647.30, has not heretofore been estimated, 
a ‘liability,’ the ‘‘good will’ or ‘‘list’’ of the Concern being considered a just 


8. Subscription to the Methodist Protestant 


Number of Subscribers March Ist, 1871......cccccccessnsssecseevvessesseeseead, 260 
an increase over 1870 of 75. | | 
Number of Subscribers March 18t, 

an increase over 1871 of 114. | 
Number of Subscribers March Ist, 1873. 204 
a decrease on 1872 of 120. | Masia! 
Number of Subscribers March Ist, B34 
a decrease on 1873 of 420. | 


4. Management of Methodist Protestant. 


On the 3rd of April, 1871, the Directory elected Rev, J. T. Murray, D. D., . 
editor, at a salary not to exceed $800 per annum; which position he filled till 

March, 1872, and received for his services the supposed or real profits of the Con- 
cern for the year ending March, 1872, amounting to $462.95. | ee 

On the 11th of April, 1872, the Directory elected Rev. L. W. Bates, D.D., . 
Editor for one year, without compensation, which position he held till 20th . 
May, 1873, when he resigned, since which time the paper has been con- 
ducted under the management of an Editorial Committee, composed of Dr. L. W. 
Bates, Dr. A. Webster, Dr. S. B. Southerland and Dr. J. T. Murray. 


5. Increase in Price of Hymn Books. 


The Board found by comparison that our Congregation Hymn books were being 
sold for much less than similar publications of other denominations, and, after 


proper consideration, made the following advance on retail prices, dating from 
May 20th, 1873: | 


f 


Sheep edition 75 cents, formerly 60 cents. 
Roan edition $1.25, formerly $1.00. | 
Morocco edition $1.75, formerly $1.25. 
Turkey Morocco edition $2.25, formerly $1.75. 


6. Changes in the Board, January 19, 1872. 


Beale H. Richardson in place of Edward C. Thomas, deceased, and Wm. a, 0. 
Dulany, in place of L. J. Cox, Jr., resigned. as 
Invoking God’s blessing upon the result of your deliberations, we are 
Your brethren in Christ, 
Evans A. WEBSTER, 
GEorGE W. Taytor, L. W. BATES, 
Joun G. Cuarks, = 
B.H. Ricnarpson, Wo. J. Dubany. 


The report of a Committee of the Maryland Annual Conference, 
who had under consideration measures for the recuperation of the 


_ Book Concern was read, and on motion was referred to the above 
- Committee: 


The Committee appointed by the Maryland Annual Conference, at its sittings 
March, 1874, to devise a plan to recuperate the Book Concern and Church Paper, 
to be submitted to the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, to 
be held in May, 1874, respectfully submit the following : | | 

The Membership of the Methodist Protestant Church numbers about forty 
thousand, and is gradually increasing. With this increase the territory, wealth, 
learning and influence of the Church are increasing. The Church needs, and we: 
believe is able to sustain, an efficient Book Concern and Church paper. This need 
grows out of the desirability of maintaining a distinct Church organization. No 
religious denomination can long maintain its distinctive features under the sole 
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Monpay, May 11th, 1874. 
4 The Convention met at 124 o'clock, P. M. 

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on the Book 
Concern and Periodical was resumed. 

On motion, G. R. Barr was relieved from service on the Com- 
mittee, and M. J. Langhorne was substituted. 

On motion the Report of the Committee was recommitted. 

A paper signed by D. W. Bates and John Paris, in respect to a 
change in the form of the Periodical, was referred to the Com- 
mittee. Convention adjourned | 


Convention convened at 8} o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee on Book Concern and Periodical, having made 
some changes in their Report, again presented it to the Conven- 


tion, when, after discussion, it was adopted as follows: 


The Committee on the Book Concern and Church Paper, having considered 
the subject with careful deliberation, and looked at the question with all the light 
before us, have reached the following conclusion. | | 

1. That while we believe the Paper and Book Concern have been managed by 
brethren in whose rectitude of character we have entire confidence, still a serious 
loss to the concern, has accrued, as the report of the Book Directory to this Con- 
vention, shows that within the past four years, a loss of something over $3,300 
has taken place. 

Your Committee are well aware that all enterprises of such a character, are sub- 
i such reverses as the financial stringency of the times and the country may 
produce. 
2, Feeling the importance of a Church literature of our own, we regard it as a 
necessity that should stimulate every friend of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
to lend his best influence and contribute his support to such measures as the Con- 
vention may desire, to promote this desirable end; and while we regret the 
present unprosperous condition of the Book Concern and Periodical, we have 
reached the conclusion that we cannot recommend the plan proposed by a com-— 
_ Inittee of the Maryland Conference, and referred to us by the Convention, as it 
does not commend itself to our judgment as being practicable under present cir- 
cumstances. But we have conclu oO recommend for your adoption the follow- 
Ing plan, as better calculated to promote the object desired. ae 2 
_1..In reference to the Book Concern, to secure the services of some one estab- 
lished in business in the Book trade, as agent, who shall furnish office room for 
the Book Concern and Periodical, light and fuel; and shall have exclusive control 
of the business of the Book Concern, keeping’ always on hand an ample supply of 
our Church Hymn Books and Disciplines. As compensation for his services and 
the facilities furnished the Periodicals and Editor, he shall have the use of the 
copy-rights and plates of the Book Concern. | | 
[n entering into this arrangement he may purchase the present stock in trade of, 
the Concern at the just valuation of three disinterested persons in the book trade. 
_ 2. The Convention shall elect a new Directory, whose duty it shall be to carry 
into effect the measures herein proposed. | 

The Convention shall also elect an Editor, who shall have charge of the Church 

paper and manage all the business pertaining thereto. __ Ae 
ae Directory shall exercise a general supervision and control of the publishing 
Interests of the Church. They shall fix the salary of the Editor, and act for this 
Convention in the interim of its sittings in any matter relating to its publishing 
interest; and should said Directory fail in perfecting the arrangements herein pro- 
posed, then full authority is herein given for the adoption of any other plan that 
Wil best subserve the interests of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
nd we would recommend these arrangements to go into effect, at as early a 
ay as may he found practicable. | 
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on @ fixed salary of twelve hundred dollars, to be guaranteed by the General 
Conference, which shall have power to assess the Annnal Conferences for the 
amount of any deficiency of the same annually, until the profits arising from the 
paper are sufficient to meet it in full. 

After that event, the Editor shall be allowed fifty per cent. on all profits arising 
- from the paper, until his entire salary shall amount to $2500. | 

2. The Editor shall have the charge and responsibility of the Church paper, as 

- Editor and publisher; to receive and disburse all moneys accruing from the same; — 
and the paper shall be self-sustaining, with the exception of the Kditor’s salary as 
before-mentioned: and, except said salary of $1200, the Editor shall be indi- 
vidually responsible for all liabilities in conducting the paper. 

3. The publisher’s books shall be accessible to all subscribers, and patrons of 
the paper. | 
7 Al the net profits arising from the paper, shall be devoted to the improve- 
ment of the same, until otherwise ordered by the General Conference. — 
- §, The subscription price of the paper shall never exceed two dollars per annum. 
6. All travelling preachers shall be furnished with the paper at half price. 


—'t. The office of publication shall be in the same building with the Book 
Concern. 


This plan shall go into immediate effect. JouN Roserrs, 


E. R. McGreeor, 
P. Ligut. WILson, 
J. W. CHARLTON. 


- On motion of Rev. D. W. Bates, the Committee was requested to 
consider the propriety of changing the form of the Church Periodi- 


cal to a Quarto, and certain papers were referred, viz: the follow- 
ing letter : 


| | BALTIMORE, April Ist, 1874. 
“Rev. D. W. Batss, 


“Dear Sir,—To increase the Protestant to the size of the Methodist 

Recorder, would be to add matter equal to 7 4-5 of the Protestant’s columns, to its — 
present size. | 

‘The difference between the Protestant’s capacity, as now printed, and that of 
the paper as proposed to be enlarged, is as 28 is to 35 4-5. The difference in the 
weekly cost of printing would be about $10. Hoe | 
__ “As the change would involve the necessity of procuring a different set of rules, 
chases, &c., &c., as you will see the columns must be narrower as well as shorter. 
I would use nothing but the type in the make-up of the Protestant, as it is proposed 


"0 isin it; the expense in this department would be somewhere between $100 
an | 


I have the honor to remain, Your obedient servant, | 
F. CHESNEY.’ 


_ The Convention adjourned, subject to the call of the Chairman. 


May 8th, 1874. 
tla met at 4 o'clock, P. M., the President in the 
alr. 


The Committee on the Book Concern and Periodical, made a 


Report, which on motion was taken up by items. 


The business. before the QOonvention was suspended, and on 


motion of Dr. Murray, the Revs. J. Robison and Alexander Clarke, 


were invited to address the Convention, at some time to be desig- 
nated hereafter. 


Convention adjourned with, Benediction by Rev. D. W. 
Bates. 
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